
For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food,  

For love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends. 

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Thanksgiving Message from The Minister 
(Gordon How) 

 

 

Side By Side at Thanksgiving 

 

 (adapted from the writings of my friend Bob Wallace)é 

 

Here is a Thanksgiving prayer  I hope you will read: 

We  come to you, O God, our hearts, as always, filled with a strange blend of  singing and sadness. We re-
joice in the richness and colour of  the season, its mellowness and fruitfulness. The produce markets are crowded; 
branches are heavy with apples; vines offer up their bountiful grapes; kitchens smell of  jams and jellies; cooks pre-
pare for bake sales. We know of  the your generosity and we are grateful. At the same time we bring our prayers for 
those who come to this time with anxiety, pain, sorrow or confusion. Grant them hope, we pray. Amen. 

As I consider the point this lovely prayer makes, I am reminded that so often life has two 
dimensions; it is experienced on two levels. Some say life is like music, because both have two lev-
els. Music has its treble and bass lines. Life has a base line too ð earthbound realities that are seen, 
touched and heard. And life has a treble line or, as philosophers call it ò the transcendentó, which, 
when it breaks in on us as is a gift of  God comes both to judge us and to inspire us. It is the 
splendour that erupts in the commonplace. 

Life can be seen as creative and constructive when the lines come together like two melo-
dies in haunting harmony. 

The human level alone is shallow and often tinny. The divine level too often seems distant 
from daily routines. But we must not judge them ð it is the blend that matters. Give thanks for 
each ð count our blessings at the human level ð autumn colours, bread, roses, family life, work to 
do. Remember also that behind the elementary level of  turkey, potatoes, corn and cranberries is 
the Giver of  gifts. The earthly things are now and always signs of  love from the Creator. 

Sadly, at Thanksgiving, it isnõt easy to reach harmony. Many arrive at Thanksgiving with 
homes broken, a shattering medical report, a position terminated, many resources weakened. How 
do we respond to the bad music of  our life tunes? 

We shall say this: Life at its best is fragile and easily broken. It is perishable; it is vulnerable, 
and while it yields to the kind of  joy that makes Thanksgiving memorable, it may also bring us to 
this season with no more in our hearts than a cry for help. What more shall we say? That our cries 
are answered, for nothing shall separate us from the love of  God, not even our tears. 

As our prayer says: We  come to you, O God, our hearts, as always, filled with a strange blendé. 



FROM THE CHAIR   

(Allan Cunningham) 
                                                      Hello all and welcome back! 
        All hale and healthy from a wonderful summer and I'm sure many went travelling or spent 
some time at a cottage with family and friends. I spent a few weeks on an Island up the coast 
along with my children, something we have been doing for close to ten years, and I keep wonder-
ing how long this will continue. It seems they are prepared to put up with Dad as long as he minds 
his own business and food is available at reasonable intervals throughout the day. But they did do 
dinner dishes, so I can't be overly critical. 
        Gordon and Val certainly had an extraordinary time exploring those more curious Gothic 
Cathedrals of  England and I am sure stumbled upon the odd country pub. Pamela, when not pre-
paring for a successful summer children's program, found time and solace at Naramata.  Roy of  
course, was at his east coast estate, making sure the roof  withstood the onslaught of  weather from 
the Hurricane season, Sue managed a lovely cruise to Alaska. Haven't heard from Ramona but I'm 
sure, where ever she is, arias and duets are floating in the air. Harold managed to head back east to 
see family in Ontario and Janet and her crew went camping around Osooyoos. On behalf  of  
Council, welcome back. 
       Now, down to business. We have had our first council meeting Sept. 15th to explore the pri-
orities of  the 2009/2010 year and have started the replacement process for Gordon by requesting 
Presbytery advise us of  their requirements for a somewhat truncated JNAC report and the ap-
pointment of  2 reps to our own committee. I will be asking for participation by some of  our con-
gregants to the JNAC committee and finally the Search committee. Our first Congregational meet-
ing is slated for Nov. 1, 2009 to approve the process, but in the interim, we can be working on the 
attributes we expect from a new lead minister. Everyone's input is important so stay tuned for op-
portunities to express your desires. 
       The next priority is the rejuvenation of  our Congregation. This is not new, but requires full 
support of  all current members and Council to find ways to build from our current 300 plus fami-
lies to close to 400. 

       This could entail programming, different styles of  
worship, updated web site, bring a friend, children 
events, teen events etc. If  you have a technical or market-
ing background or are just very enthusiastic, please con-
tact me. 
       Thanks for your on going support and see you in 
church. 
       Kind wishes and prayers. We welcome all of  our 
Grapevine readers and the larger community to explore 
our relationships with God and our connections with 
one another through the gifts of  worship and music.  
       Music connects us at a deeper level with our spiritual 
journey. On Good Friday at 3 p.m., our Sanctuary Choir 
is joined by the Amabilis Singers for a special Concert of  
Brahmsõ Requiem.   
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The Archives 
(Ann Moir) 

 Did you know that Archival holdings are called 
òFondsó?  There is a listing of  Shaughnessy Heights 
United Church Fonds held at Vancouver School of  The-
ology in the Archives for the Church in B. C. 

 Our own Archives are a work in progress. A list of  

Fonds held here is being drawn up. The pictorial wall 

display is nearing completion and will be ready for 2010  

additions soon. Ann Moir and Pat McKenzie have been 

working most of  the summer to add to the pages since 

the 1980õs that were done with Noralyn Smiley. There 

are a large number of  pictures which are being grouped 

and placed in albums. During the recent Open House 

some of  the albums were found to be of  interest. We 

plan to make them available from time to time. 
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