Shaughnessy Heights United Churc_

Gordon How

, The following excerpt is from a Vancouver Sun article of December 28 Bramove!l
Tovey, conductor and music director of the Vancouver Symphony Ofiitesstoaspend
his Sundays.

olf I'm feeling particularly adventurous we might go out to church. I've always en-
joyed going to church very much for the music, but so many churches now have
bad music | find myself quite disinclined to go as | just get ariBwlytnd
Shaughnessy Heights United Church on a Sunday morningthat seems to

be the church of favour at the momen

How timely then to have a number of grapevine submissions related to the musical life al
activities at Shaughnessy. Enjoy.
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From The Minister

PostChristmas- and on to Lent with an Outreach Sunday March 8.

0 PeGshtr i st mas 6 rosentédditte bt aycoluann ih out Lemtem season Grapeving the past 6
weeks have been so different from the norm that mention needs to be made of a few outstanding items.

We need to celebrate that, in spite of the challenges of the abnormal weather, we had some Christmas succes
Our capacity as a church to respond to those in need was marked by special offeringsdfot/batd Church Mission
and the WISH Drojin Centre. Both of these important Downtown Eastside services received special contributions from
A total of $700 was sent to the WISH DiopCentre.

First United Mission received over $3200 from our White Gift Christmas and offerings gathered at the special
orecover our | ost Christmas Eveod service. I n additio
all to assist the hundreds of homeless who need them these cold winter days. It is important to also acknowledge the ¢
through sandwiches, other financial contributions and volunteer service by several folks in our congregation. Our supp
First United Church has been exceptional through the past years and it édetawese of both the existing need and our
caring concern.

One highlight of our January events was in direct response telipktloivhaving to cancel our Christmas Eve
services. As Decembet2rhfolded, the snowfall was relentless making parking impossible dladenaidewalks im-
passable. With the decision to cancel made (reluctantly!) at 2:30, participants were all phoned and internet notice post
Many responded with appreciation for this decision but also shared their sadness for not being able to be here, in wors
together, on Christmas Eve.

To address the disappointment and to share the significance and joy of Christmas Eve, it was promptly agreec
we should have, on January 11 when many would be bac
.Christmas Eve. 6 This event was a great success €& the
were happy and the children who wanted to be in a pageant brought lots of effort and colour. This was a happy and jo
day for all.

Now we move through the routines of February and March, soon to step into the Lenten season, focusing on o
need to be introspective and spiritually prepared for what Easter will brikigetovilsmark the beginning of Lent with
a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and family worship event (Februaty)29Dur Sunday services in Lent will be less

celebrativethanusd@avi t h ti mes to remember that it is only by G
On one Lenten Sunday we will 1 ook out vatreack Suhday o ur
is planned for March®. Two components will help us focus on tho

tries. The guest at the morning service will be Reverend Ric Matthews, Executive Director of First United Mission. To ¢
plement the concerns he raises, a Second Hour will focus on the efforts of United Church people to provide for advoce
persons in the area of Vancouver South Presbytery. (ie. Franedge to the border and west from Boundary Road.)

Our Presbytery has been offering, and wants to increase, an advocacy service to those in need. You are invited to lea
about this program from those already involved in it..

Before you know it, we will all be saying Happy Easter to each other. In the meantime, there are discoveries to
made about ourselves and the many gifts God offers to each of us.



http://www.firstunited.ca/
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From the Chair
Hello to All

Much has happened since our December snow falls prevented regular Christmas worship, and | know it was a great d
pointment to many, but maybe a reminder how we can't control all things in our lives and letting go of these faustration:
powerful influence on our spiritual journey. | realized how much anxiety | was carrying by the simple act of observing a
other individual close to where | work at Main and Terminal. We had a planning session, about which | will mention lat
and a regular council meeting during January, and many concerns about the future were voiced along with other issue
was despairing about how all this was to be solved. Who was going to do it? | was probably riding around in a funk, |
latest model, when out of the corner of my eye, as | was stopped for the light at Main and 2nd. A bedraggled women v
her way across the road, quite oblivious to any traffic or other intrusions, and | glimpsed her face. She was @bviously ¢
young side, but her vacant look and lined face told another story of life on the Downtown streets and how her future w.
guestion and mine assured. | couldn't help but think a guiding hand reminded me how my issues were minimal compa
hers, and how | had a whole congregation to support me and help bear the responsibility of Sbikiaj ameethow

together, we could make a difference to hers. | found this a powerful lesson when looking back to our planning sessior

We had 18 participants, aged 10 to 80, meet on January 12 to look at the issues affecting SHUC during the next five \
Mike Arbogast acted as facilitator and guided us thfoughours of exciting exploration which will be presented at the
Congregational meeting on Feb. 22nd.

The key items of concern were:

1. Congregational leadershigw council membersiew chair more volunteers

2. Congregational support for new services such as Sunday evening services

3. Membership growthyouth, destination church

4. Staffing Gordon's departure plansme lines staffing model

5. Outreach how to move forward

6. Committee structureloes it work

We discussed each of these issues and then developed an action plan. It was a fantastic discourse and many thanks 1
who participated, especially Pamela's students who braungdpie@ view and clear voice to the session. We will put the re-
sults on our website so please make your opinions known.

Letds have a wonderful year.

Many thanks.

Allan Cunningham

Chair Council




Page 4 The Grapevine

A Transcendental Blessing
(Roy Campbell)

Vancouver Operafs | atCameBiof &teds ngr eodt trhaes tseerapioenc evatshat has
performed in 1875. The latest production in our city has met with critical acclaio 1o soldh ou s e s . | 6 ndtleal ways
hundreds of normally sane people would sit througlimgthehr ee h
already know. Why? Shakespeare may have come up witnle the n
excess of it.o6 That must be it! And i femmentplaceimbuxlivesdtcanan | v i

art that advances no doctrine, preaches no gospel, is often dissociated from verbal meaning, can yet be experisatssl @fs making
life?

Today people are so surrounded by other peopl edssahomeiard t ha
the church choir were all that most people heard. agNghtm ear
of the Promsd removes any doubt of the ability oafsTausecaer t ai
word that, thanks to Obamania, has already become overused, listening to mudi@nafobaativexperience. Who is not easily
moved by a great Requiefgoinstarea? dlaesic bak theBabilityitamdasipulate the emotions, and this is the most
mysterious part of all.

The great German philosopher Nietzsche insisted that the aesthetic experience was the only means of justifyinglexgstehce. He
that art has a direct effect on bodily experience and that this is whyalffiistlifeg, even when its subjeawdtter is trgic. He also rec-
ognized that music is an art that could not only reconcile one to life but could also enhance it. For him, musicasife@plyssiak

ble, music makes life exciting. He also recognized that music is physically and emotionally based. As a mateooftéaopdris f
wasCarmen 0 How such a work makes one perfect! Oarnechsbeeneddomyself a 0 |
more of a better philosopher. 6

It seems clear then that music is no doubt the most significant experience in life for a great many people, prafessionalike.d

think that the appeal of music depends upon its being a way of ordering human experience. Great music has arouseldd our emotion
exalts life, enhances life, and gives it meaning. For those who love music, it remains as a fixed point of ref@redictablan un

world. Music is a source of reconciliation, exhilaration and hope that never fails.

For Christians who experience God as imposing order on the chaos of existence, music is an ideal resource witi wiridieto affir
liefs in an unpredictable and seemingly unjust world. We find both comfort and inspiration through music in knowieg theat we a
of Godds transcendent al uni ver se.

As Anthony Storr states in his bddksic and the Mindmu si ¢ has been O0something for the s
earthéé.it has incomparabl y enr i tahseashdemay}bleksing. e . It is an irr

Further Transcendental Blessings!

I have always said that the greatest resource at Shaughnessy Heights United Church is
and most of them wear more than one volunteer hat at any one time. We acknowledge M
(Sanctuary Choir), Beryl Sawyer and Tony Weall (both in Spirit Ringers) for the wonderft
butions they have made to our musical life. We sincerely hope that they will not fritter aw
many hours of free time now at their disposal as we bid them all a fond farewell.

Gayle Ansley has been working diligently behind the scenes to come up with extra choir
the eveexpanding ranks of the Sanctuary Choir. A very pleasant dilemma indeed!

We are looking forward to the participation of the Soundwave Handbell Choir from Idaho in our

morning worship on Sunday, April 26. This virtuoso level bell choir will be one of the guest perfori@prsgtfiegvent held

early in May in Abbotsford by the BC Guild of Handbell Ringers. They utilize five octaves of bells and three octava#iodwiime
yet to be confirmed, please also reserve the evening of the same day for a joint concert featuring Soundwave aligrmywvith our v
Bells of Shaughnessy. This will be a fundraising event to help support the Bells of Shaughnessy on their tour efdthisayaiun
Everyoneds support wild.l be needed and appreciated.



http://www.bcgehr.com/spring_ring.html
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There are a few absences to note on the music staff in the coming weeks. | will be attending the Early Music andr@gan confer
Oaxaca, Mexico, from Feb 15 for ten days. The focus of this conference is to investigate the great wealth of rédesttlyicestore
Spanish organs in this part of the New World and the repertoire especially written for them. | know you will all mxiehcbanear

to Poul Rasmussgan accomplished organist from Denmark and now living in Vancouver who, in my absence, will be playing for the
morning service on Sunday Feb 22.

We are all very excited for Ramona as she makes plans to engageamadvedibbatical beginning the first of June (détais

plans appear in a separate article in this edition of the Grapevine). In the meantime, Ramona and the SanctuatdydGioik are har
preparing a per f or rRaquiefhis ahcertivil take place is theBJFarctuarysold Good Friday April 10 at 3:00PM
and will feature, in addition to our own choir, the Amabilis Choir, guest vocalists and two pianists. Tickets @ $tbased bempu
Ramona or Roy. Buy early and buy often as this even will be certain touté sold

An Update from the Organ Grinders
(Marg Brooke)

Over the weekend of Jan 23, 24, and 25th, the Organ Grinders Committee met with David Robinson, an architect and
rior designer, to discuss ideas for the refurbishment of the chancel.

Through a series of meetings and visits, including Sunday service, David shared some great ideas and the committee
clearer understanding and reasoning on what we believe should be done. We are currently putting together preliminar
bers so that everyone will at least have a very rough estimate of the costs. David is preparing a draft propaszl for the
which we hope to have by February 15th. We look forward to sharing this information with you at the congregational n
ing on February 22.

In the meantime, if you have any questions please contact Marg Brooke, Committee Ck6#340804

v T

Ann Thorsteinsson, David Robinson, Margaret Brooke, Kate Donegani, Mark Munroe and Mac Brodie
Missing: Cliff Prouse, Pat Sexsmith



http://www.organist.dk/personal/index_en.htm
http://www.shuc.ca/ogrinders.jpg
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Your Choral Director on Sabbatical

(Ramona Luengen)

Sabbatical A leave of absence, often with pay, usually granted every seventh year, as
lege professor, for travel, research, or rest.

Wel | idtld h aofef ireiceli ved the permi ssion
Music and Council, Amabilis Singers and Phoenix Chamber Choir to embark upon a |
awaited sabbatical! Granted, | 6vieethad
plying that three!), but that only means the excitement, the anticipation, the inherent j¢
the desperate need) of such a project is all the greater.

A few words of explanation are perhaps appropriate for those of you desiring more reading material before fallyiy &teapdeni
of the demands of my three choirs over the years, and the fact that | have had very little time for either holidigsabdpreiep-
ment, | have taken a bold leap of faith and carved out a substantial sabbatical period which will allow me to utidsfiakbabtiv
rejuvenation and recuperation. Quite truthfully, the musical and administrative responsibilities of three choirs tevermeome
hausting and, at times, too overwhelming for even ginseng and Geritol to rectify. A sabbatical period, devoid clitnyveguwdadd
tasks, will be an opportunity to study, learn and observe master conductors and their choirs...and will undoubtesity cenexonder
and regenerate me as a person and as a musician.

A little bit of the nittygritty to help you get a view of what this sabbatical entails: Before | leave, | will have cirgserizaddall the

music for the three choids ot s i mp | y kypeparsosatity, bubbacawsa thiwill substantially lighten tifehasthoral
conductors coming in to substitute for me. These replacements will be carefully chosen in order to maintain prasetdardssisal s
well as encourage continued growth during the period of my absence. My work at Shaughnessy and with the Amaltikshsisgers will
covered for the months of June, September, October and the first half of November. Phoenix has decided that theythdl not beg
20092010 season until my return, at which point in time wedl

Ok, frankly speaking, the obvious second bit ofgnitty is money, since this will be a relatively lengthy period ofttimé imicome.
I have faithfully purchased lottery tickets as of late, but to no avail. | am not eligible for Canada Council funuihgffisibbyn

0studyingdé with anyone. Al as, I was unable to secarpsmg he
of money and my thought to sell off the grand piano in the sanctuary (Plan D) wouldrmoigbablyu nnot i ced . So her
1998 Neon is stildl driving pretty well (knock onrstwatdpd ) , I 6
abroad this yedar winseteadesdent 6yed can hear many &f you

Plans are still in a somewhat embryonic stage as busy European conductors are very difficult to track down andiguretivetywn (
speaking, of course). However, the first anchor ith@oegeheen s
Cambridge observing the workSoéphen Layton Layt on is one of Br dhteadisn owso rnkoesdt waidtnhi
Concertgebouw Orchestra, Academy of Ancient Music, Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment and the London Philharmonic. How
itds his work with choirs that has impressed me f odrha very
now holds positions as Chief Guest Conductor of the Danish Radio Choir, Director of Polyphony, Artistic Director @itigetdolst

and Director of Music at Trinity College. Impressive, no? Layton has kindly given me permission to sit in on ash@lisaisis r

whi | e didading the mamy services and Evensong which take place regularly at the college. What a giftdhishaitbbe!

wait.

| still have requests in to HaBhristoph Rademann of the Dresden Chamber Choir, Howard Arman of the Mitteldeutscher Rundfunk
Leipzig and the inimitable, highteemed John Eliot Gardiner in London. Fingers are crossed as my sabbatical contihaiéts to unf
self in sometimes previously unimagined directions.

| would especially like to thank Roy for supporting me in this venture and promising to hold down the fort in my alesaliteoOne
ask for a better, more understanding boss.

Woo hood the ride begins...



http://www.stephenlayton.com/next.html?profile.html~leftFrame
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Hope and Change Bells of Shaughnessey in China
(Cliff Prouse Chair Worship and Music) (Shan Shan Chen)

On Tuesday January 20, more than a million people on

Washington Mall joined billions the world over to watch 1 This summer the Bells of Shaughnessy are fortunately
inauguration of Barack Obama as the President of the Linvited to perform in China.
States.

The choir will leave Vancouver on 20¢h of June

for a three week tour. From the generous support of our
This event, in itself, is testament to the ability of people, sponsors including the Ministry of Education of China, Bells
cultures and societies to change. of Shaughnessy will be performing in three beautiful cities:

Shu Zhou, Xu Zhou and Shang Hai. The venues vary from

local schools and orphanages to formal concert halls. There
Those of us who love our church are always concerned il also be television media to broadcast one of the perform-
how to connect with younger generations. What is our  ancesThe choir has prepared a great selection of enchanting
understanding of the relevance and necessity of religionmelodies to share with the audiences in China and the pro-

postmodern environment? What tools will keep our churceeds from the performances will be going to charity.
vibrant and alive for our children and grandchildren?

This trip is going to be a wonderful opportunity for a
rich cultural exchange as we present our Canadian spirit to

TheEmerging Spirivebsite of the United Church of  them, Bells ofShaughnessye definitely looking forward for
Canada IS fu” Of |nf0rmat|0n and OplnlonS on hOW we Cathe |ncred|b|e summer experience to Comel

attract t khedsygeandlds, svhileogriying3oQt
our mission with integrity. Similar messages about hosp
use of websites, advertising, rotation of leadership,
partici padindn missolbandr k
articulate the congregat.
from many sources on the Internet.

As chair of Worship and Music, | am in the fortunate
position of reporting to
t hanf pbriyitogryto find more superlatives for the ne
meeting. We at SHUC are fortunate to have strong
ministerial and music leadership, so this is a good time t
embark on change in an atmosphere of trust and respec

Our hope is to be found in our own sense of community,
caring for others, and faithful service. We welcome you
our morning services, our 0G
Pl ay6, our new monthly ev spe
presentation of Brahmds R



http://www.emergingspirit.ca/
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News Ffrom the 06Fr i eOidEgeglasses t h e &> b 5
(Audrey Heatherington) = n‘v‘

THREE CHEERS FOR VOLUNTEER!

We had our most successful book sale in history, raisigyou have old eyeglasses and ¢ D
$1400.00 dollars at the Fall Fair. The donations were oVt you no longer need? If so by f S il e
whelming and the sales staff impressive! We look forwatithg then in the box in the Narthex

to seeing all of you again in 2009. the small office you can ensure the—.
they become useful. Optometrists will
NEW TO THE COLLECTION arrange for them to be sent to overseas organizations who

can use them. Thank you.

We would like to thank Sandra Clarke, Ann Howe, Don
Hudson and Elaine Steven for the following donations:

HEROES by PAUL JOHNSON
Yy Welcome Forms
6Anyone is a hero who hagsmnMpigen widely, persistently
long periods, and enthusiastically regarded as heroic by a

reasonabl e person, or eV eweohe 3 Er@ b0l Bvie menthy M. Pleasi h a 1 e
aut hords choi ce-biblitaiandrdeciole btdkd s @pportiuity 1@ pags thélform along the pew and

for your self. receive it on the way back to the centre aisle.
THE SECRET LIVES OF SAINTS by DAPHNE The Welcome forms are used to welcome newcomers, to
BRAMHAM O6meet & one anot haedtorecdrdbanyge-t he pe

guests or changes you might have. These requests might

This book gives the reader a detailed examination of [ ‘.Jdte guEnsiagenvelopes or PAR, or, a visit from a
pol ygamous community of '§9ti ful B.C. Does Canadads

Charter of Rights and Freedoms , R
We appreciate everyoned6s coope.

Guarantee these rights to polyganist Winston Black-
more? The courts will eventually settle this question.

THE AGE OF TURBULENCE: ADVENTURES IN  ©€/7/0rs arnd
A NEW WORLD by ALAN GREENSPAN Friends

The former Chairman of the U.S. Federal Reserve Baanech is on February
shares the story of his life and the history that he experi25th, the fourth Wednes-

enced and helped to shape. day of the month. Come!
Rides are available.

GEEZ THE WINTER EDITION 2008
Soup, sandwich and des-

A publication for young adults and curious adults. Thi%ﬁﬁrfgfzo'ﬁg\;vgdtgs a

Christian publication is sometimes provocative and ofte hort program
amusing. This publication is funded by The Christian Edu- '

cation Committee. Please sign up at the Action Table on Sundays or phone

the church in the mornings (604-261-6377) or call the Co-
STILL MISSING: THE SECRET SPIRITUAL ordinator, Pat Mitchell (604-984-4894)

WORLD OF CHILDREN. CHECK YOUR BOOK-
SHELVES! Looking forward to seeing you.




