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The Newsletter of Shaughnessy Heights United Church

< The Grapevine

The Real Magic of Easter

by Janet Cawley, Minister

Somewhere in the aisles of chocolate bunnies and pastel
Easter eggs the other story gets lost. We love to celebrate
spring theworld easter comes from the name of a saxon
goddess, Oestre whose festival was in spring after the vernal
equinox (we also get the word estrogen form her!). The
new life of spring and the new life of resurrection seem made
for each other, and yet the story of Jesus escape from death
is much more mysterious, much more startling than the
budding flowers.

The birds build their nests and lay their eggs every year, but
Christians claim Christ rose from death only once, and still
lives. Of course, there has been a great deal of debate about
what, exactly, happened and what it means! We don t have
any eyewitness accounts or scientific evidence. What we do
know is that the disgraceful end of Jesus life, which to any
reasonable person should have been the end of the movement
he began, was not the end. His friends and followers, totally
demoralized, crushed by guilt and grief, a few days later are
joyfully preaching good news, continuing Jesus ministry with
courage and conviction.

And here we are, almost 2000 years later, still gathering in
the name and spirit of this Jesus, still trying to be faithful
followers and friends, still claiming death did notwin  Jesus
isalive! | ve gottosay, | love spring and | ve certainly enjoyed
more than my share of chocolate bunnies, but our story is
even more amazing, even more magical than spring!

Happy Easter!

Palm Sunday, April 9 at 10:00 am
JESUS RIDES INTO JERUSALEM
Worship for all ages with palms & pageant

Maundy Thursday, April 13 at 5:30 pm
JESUS LAST SUPPER WITH HIS FRIENDS
Supper with Family & Friends
remembering Jesus last night

Good Friday, April 14 at 11:00 am
JESUS SUFFERING &
DEATH ON THE CROSS
A joint worship service with Ryerson U.C.
Music & readings reflecting
on the passion & death of Jesus

Easter Sunday, April 16 at 10:00 am
CHRIST ISRISEN!
Come & celebrate new life with communion,
special music by the Sounds of Brass
and the Sanctuary Choir
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Ministry Leadership

Easter Greetings One And All
by Cheryl & John Banfield, Chair & Vice Chair of
Council

As | looked around the Church Hall at the Daffodil Tea this
week and felt the warmth within the room and listened to the
hum of conversation, | marveled at how these wonderful
events continue to happen at SHUC! They continue to happen
to the delight of our congregation because of the countless
number of volunteers who give so freely of their time and
talent. From the first design of the invitations, to the platters
of goodies that are so lovingly baked (and often delivered by
willing husbands), to the beautiful flower arrangements on
each table, to the bright smiles from the serving staff , to
the drivers who bring our seniors from hither and yon, to
those who provide the much appreciated entertainment, and
finally to the clean-up crew. Where would we be without
the army of volunteers at SHUC!! Be they

Maintenance guys with hammer in hand
Sunday morning greeters, ushers, and coffee makers
Sunday school teachers who inspire our children

Weekday Reception Desk volunteers with a cheery
hello

Council and Committee members who endeavour to
make wise decisions on behalf of the congregation

The many volunteers who work on Outreach Projects
both within our building and in the community

The volunteer gardeners who add to the beauty of our
property

The fold and chat teams who meet on Fridays
.The list goes on and on!!
To each and every one of our volunteers, your time and talents
are so very much appreciated by all members of our

congregation. We would not be the caring community that
SHUC is without you ..many thanks for all!!

May the joy of Easter Sunday be with you and your
family.

etz

Report From
The Joint Needs
Assessment

Committee
by lan Paterson, Chair of INAC

The Joint Needs Assessment Committee has had a busy
month. The report is on schedule and obtained Council
approval on the 29" March and unanimous approval by the
congregation on 2™ April. The next step is for the report to
come before Presbytery at the meeting on the 4" April, 2006.
If approved by Presbytery, a Joint Search Committee can
then begin the search for a Ministerial Staff Team.

The 2006 revision of the 2005 INAC commenced in March,
2006 during a period of Interim Ministry which had been
brought about by the resignations of the Lead Minister (Harry
Oussoren) and the Diaconal Minister (Ross White) on 24"
April, 2005.

The nine member INAC commenced its revision in February,
2006 with the objective of reviewing future ministerial staff
needs at SHUC. As in the 2005 JNA Report, information
was requested from committee chairs and also from the
congregation by letters, questionnaires and congregational
meetings.

The JNAC Report recommends a ministerial model with a
total FTE (Full Time Equivalent) of between 1.5and 2.0 FTE.
The ministerial staff would be composed of a Lead Minister
with primary responsibility for Worship and Congregational
Life/ Pastoral Care at 1.0 FTE and a Minister with primary
responsibility in Christian Education and Outreach of up to
1.0 FTE. This position may be ordained, diaconal, or staff
associate and is open to flexibility regarding FTE configuration
depending on availability and/or preference of candidates. It
is important to understand that there is ongoing commitment
to children, youth and families ministry in the duties of both
ministers.

The 2006 revision committee owes a debt of gratitude to the
writers of the 2005 report. Much of the report they created
inProfiles1 3 is presented now with only minor changes to
update the information. Profiles 4 6 were essentially
rewritten to cater for the change in staff situation and the
additional information the 2006 revision committee acquired
as a result of questionnaires and interviews. Copies of the
report can be obtained on request from the church office.
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What s Happening: Events & News

Do You Want To Be A Member Of
SHUC?

Soon, at the beginning of May, there will be a baptism and
membership Sunday, and also a second one on June 4, if
there are enough people interested. If you have been thinking
it s about time you joined officially, speak to Janet Cawley
(604-261-6377 ext.10 or email janetcawley@shuc.ca). You
can pick upa membership FAQ sheet from the rack in the
lobby or from our website at www.shuc.ca/whatsnew.shtml

N\RTH 24¥

Celebrate Earth Day: Take The

One Tonne Challenge
by Elizabeth Kerklaan

The Thursday Breakfast Group invites everyone to a Second
Hour on Sunday April 23 to celebrate Earth Day (April
22). The Group will introduce you to the One Tonne
Challenge . You Il see an entertaining 10 minute animated
video (appeals to all ages) and be served refreshments!

Be prepared to learn some exciting and simple ways to help
reduce your Green House Gas emissions.

Please mark your calendars for this celebration!

Spring Cleaning &
Fall Fair

Please think of the church s Fall
Fair when you are cleaning out
your closets this spring. Items to
be donated can be dropped off
at the church anytime. Please
leave the items by the reception
desk clearly marked Fall Fair .

Golf Tournament - July 10

by Brian Forster

The annual Shaughnessy Church golf tournament is booked
for Monday July 10" at Mylora East where we were last
year. Tee off times are from 2:00pm. This is a great opportunity
to invite your friends and business
colleagues to spend an enjoyable
afternoon of golf together with a
fine dinner to follow. Again we will
be awarding the Ward Allen Cup
together with other prizes. Sunny,
warm weather has been arranged
so please mark your calendar
accordingly. Please e-mail
brianforster@lightspeed.ca or
phone 739-9486 should you require
further details.

Next Seniors Lunch
Wednesday, May 31 at Noon

$6.00 for a soup & sandwich & dessert. Watch for further
announcements. Come! Visit! Need a ride? Call Co-ordinator
Pat Mitchell at 604-948-4894.

Pastoral Care Easter Flowers

The Pastoral Care Committee is coordinating Easter flowers
again this year. Please consider a donation to help support
this caring ministry. Donations can be made in memory of
loved ones, and the flowers are delivered to SHUC friends

seldom able to join in our Easter

\é‘-ﬁate _Eﬂ 55 celebrations.
E (W] fe 3 ]
G i § ¢~ “* Forms for flower donations are

available in the Sunday bulletins or
from the wall display in the lobby.
Or call the church office to register
your donation (604-261-6377) in
time for the Easter Sunday (Apr.
16) delivery.
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Celebrating & Worship

Ramonacise! Our Choir Director

Inspires Others
by Olivia Edwards

Forget about going to your Jazzercise classes ... Shaughnessy
has a new fitness & music craze ... Ramonacise! Well not
really, as the only one getting the workout physically is none
other than our own talented &
very hardworking choir
director, Ramona Luengen.
Make no bones about it, the
Sanctuary Choir gets a
workout though...a musical
workout that leaves its singers
refreshed and energized. How
could you not be when one is
watching one of Canada s
best choral director s around
with a million dollar smile?
(She is Artistic Director for
the award winning Phoenix Chamber Choir, now in its 11*"
season under her direction. Their next concert, entitled, The
Voice of Conscience, is here at SHUC on Sat. May 13" at
8 p.m.)

We are truly fortunate to have Ramona here at S.H.U.C.
Born in Vancouver, Ramona received both her B.Mus and
M.Mus from the University of British Columbia. In 1996 she
completed her Doctor of Music in Composition from the
University of Toronto where she studied with Derek Holman
and Harry Freedman.

To meet Ramona, one would never guess that she is not only
an award winning choral director with an international as
well as Canadian reputation, but that she is a highly sought
after and very versatile composer & teacher.

As her biography states ...she has  composed extensively
in the choral genre, Luengen s works have been performed
and recorded in North America, Europe, Australia, New
Zealand and Japan. They have also been broadcast on CBC,
BBC, WDR (Germany), and the national radio stations of
Denmark, Hungary and Sweden.

Her large-scale Stabat Mater for choir and orchestra was
named Choral-Event-of-the-Year and Composition-of-the-
Year by the Association of Canadian Choral Conductors. She
has also been a recipient of a Vancouver Arts Award and
was named conductor of the 2005 BC Youth Choir.

Luengen has recently completed a 45-minute opera for young
audiences based on Joy Kogawa s novel, Naomis Road.
Commissioned by Vancouver Opera for its Opera in the
Schools Programme, the work will receive over 150
performances in BC schools and communities this year, as
well as travel to Alberta and Seattle.

The CBC commissioned Luengen to compose a piano
concerto for Jane Coop and the CBC Radio Orchestra, which
was premiered in the Orpheum on September 30, 2006.

As a sessional lecturer, she has taught a variety of courses in
composition, counterpoint, theory, choir and 20" century music
appreciation at both SFU and UBC over the past 10 years.

While the above may be impressive on any musician s resume,
the facts do not convey the whole picture. Ramona is as
down to earth as the next person, despite her obvious talents,
but she differs from most of us on a Thursday night rehearsal
in one definite respect, her energy and drive. We can come
to rehearsal from a hard day and no sooner than we arrive
we are rejuvenated by her spirit of the joy of music. It makes
you realise what it means to be fully alive & inspired, and
therefore inspiring to others. Her energy is palpable when
she warmly shakes your hand for the Passing of the Peace
every Sunday.

The phrase on our rood beam above, That All May Be One
could very well describe the feeling one gets while singing in
the choir with Ramona. There are glimpses of singing musical
phrases as one voice together in this choir that I have seldom
felt before. Going beyond the notes to the true intent of music.
A very spiritual feeling.

As much as our music is honed so is the amount of fun we
have doing it. The laughter that occurs on a Thursday night is
worth joining the choir for alone. This comes also at a price
financially though, as to poke fun at ourselves (and work at
our recalcitrant behaviors) a system of fines has been
developed.

We pay our choir elephant bank 25cents or some such fee
when we can t find a piece of music in our folders (when we
should have organised our folders in the order that Ramona s
sheet states), when we come in late to rehearsal, make a
huge musical mistake in performance, etc... ). After a few
rehearsals this fund grows to the point that we take the
elephant out to the Cheshire Cheese Pub on West Boulevard
in order to pay for nachos for those that want to partake!
Now you know how Ramona gets the choir to sing so well!
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Celebrating & Worship

Marriage Policy At SHUC
by Clif Prowse, Chair of Worship & Music

The Worship & Music Committee is pleased to advise that
Council has approved the inclusion of same sex marriage in
SHUC s marriage policy.

Worship & Music thanks all those who responded to our
request for input last month. The large majority of the
feedback received was positive.

One writer asked for a background study that would explain
the rationale, the potential benefits and any justifications of
same sex marriage. A good deal of information is available
on the United Church website, the positions of the United
Church in investigating and advocating on this issue over 20
years, and in legal briefs filed by the church in the recent
court cases.

Moderator Peter Short, in a paragraph edited out of a Globe
& Mail article, put it this way:

Our deepest and truest identity is still in our willingness to follow
Jesus Christ as he crosses the boundaries that divide and alienate
people. This is not an innovation. This is our tradition. God help
us; it will always be that way. We expect change. At our best, we
give ourselves to transformation. We hope for the widening of the
heart. We believe that when you give yourself to following Jesus,
you are led to a place God alone can see, in other words, to that
same place marriage leads those people who give themselves
faithfully and willingly to it.

How, then, shall we be faithful to marriage? Not by forbidding
change. Change is the only medium in which faithfulness can
really be faithfulness

So let me express my hope and my prayer for all who are married
and for all who stand at the gate of the honourable estate. Love is
always a risk. So is life. But we believe in marriage as a good
house that shelters the presence of the greatest of gifts. It is a good
house for all the people and an honourable estate from which no
one should be turned away.

| express the hope that we can continue to have respectful
dialogue with members of the congregation who hold opinions
on both sides of this issue. | agree with one writer that this is
preferable to having members decline to state a contrary
opinion but rather vote with their feet . | request the prayers,
empathy, sensitivity and pastoral care of the congregation for
any who have suffered hurt as we have sought discernment
on this issue.

Daffodil Tea

In Review
by Phyllis Hayter,
Tea Coordinator

This began with a hymn
sing in the lounge.
Everyone enjoyed the
opportunity to sing the
well loved hymns played
by our talented Roy
Campbell. The tea was
held in the hall with 42
people attending. The
scrumptious
sandwiches and
desserts were supplied
by the congregation
(thank you!). Olivia
Edwards delighted everyone with show tunes accompanied
by Roy. There was an opportunity to join in the chorus;
especially enjoyed was Meet me in St. Louis, Louis . Thanks
to Roy and Olivia for the entertainment and adding so much
to the enjoyment of the event. Thanks also to Brian Forster
who played piano for us at the end of the tea.

Marian O Brien & Quentin Jacks
\at the Daffodil Tea on Mar. 29th y

The hall looked a picture with beautiful daffodils on every
table arranged and donated by Nancy Brodie and given to
some of our guests to take home. Thank you, Nancy for
sharing your wonderful gift with us.

An extra special thank you to the ladies who helped set,
serve, and clean up as they often help with many other food
functions at SHUC but still always find the time to host.
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Ministry Leadership

Where There Is A Will, There Is A
Way

A Report From The Trustees
by Robin B. Leckie, Chair of Trustees

The time between ministers at any church is always a stressful
time. No matter how hard the Interim and the Church leaders
may try, it is a time of transition and uncertainty, lowered
attendance, and the loss of some members.

Interestingly, it is also a time of hope, and renewal, and an
opportunity for each of us to dig in and do what we can to
ensure that our past (all 75+ years) is the preface to our
future. Maybe because it is Spring, | see this in spades in
Cheryland John, in lan and Gayle, in all the Council chairs, in
Ramona and our magnificent choir, and in our staff and our
ministerial team of Jacinto and Janet. And for those who
show up regularly for the services and events.

I also consider it remarkable that in this time of uncertainty
our finances have held up, due in part to the diligence of our
Treasurer, but mostly because you, our members, have stayed
the course not only with the work needed to keep the church
running, but also with the necessary funds.

Which brings me to the point of this message. We also owe a
great deal to those members who have passed on, and who
left us with a legacy, our Trust Funds. And which without
their thoughtfulness, we would be in trouble today! So how
can we repay them? May | suggest we repay them in kind.
Why not take a look at your Will, and see if a bequest to the
Church could be included. That way you and | can repay and
restore the faith our predecessors showed for the continuity
of our beloved church. Where there is a Will there is a Way.

Advertisement:

fi Frustrated with your PC?
fi Need hardware / software fixed?
fi Need a home network? Router?
fi Cabling or Wireless? Firewall?
fi Need software training?
fi Install a new hard drive?
fi Virus cleansing & prevention
Call
Tony Weall tony.weall@telus.net (604) 261-2144

Personal Service, one-on-one training.
Professionally Delivered

Important Financial Initatives
by Bill Sexsmith, Chair of Finance

As discussed at the recently convened Congregational
Meeting to present and approve the annual budget we are
taking two important initiatives in the implementation of our
financial plan over the next few years.

Facilities Visioning Report Recommendations Implementation

Council has given the oversight mandate to the Finance
Committee for the effective and efficient implementation of
the recommendations of the Facilities Visioning Team. Funds
are being set aside from operations on an annual basis and
are administered by the Trustees. This process of funding is
intended to replace the previous model which depended on
ad hoc capital campaigns in response to long lists of major
repairs and capital expenditures. The current funding program
will be supplemented with on going capital campaign to keep
the sustainability funding at an annual $50,000 level. Sucha
level is an estimate and may have to be adjusted up or down
as we get into the execution phase.

John Christie will chair a sub committee to establish the
appropriate project management principles and to then
implement, following Council approval, the recommendations
of the Facilities Visioning Team. Members of this group
include Allan Cunningham, Norm Barr and Mark
Munroe.

Stewardship Campaign

The recent budget approved by the congregation includes a
Stewardship Campaign for both capital and operating funds
over the next two years. We reviewed past campaigns which
include a $150,000 endowment fund campaign in the early
90 s, a $600,000 capital campaign in the mid 90 s and a
$125,000 campaign about 4-5 years ago. Each campaign
requires planning, training and control to be successful. The
goals have to be clear. Successful campaigns focus on specific
projects which are of a non recurring nature.

Alison McLean will chair a sub committee to set out a
Stewardship Program to take place over the next two years.
Other members of the group include Rudy Kerklann, Robin
Leckie, Marilyn Thorsteinsson and Bill Sexsmith. The
program will be submitted to Council for approval. We will
be looking for more volunteers once the planning has been
completed.

Shaughnessy Heights United Church
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Ministry Leadership

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper held on February 28th in the Hall.
From I to r: Rosemary Leckie, Pat Cryder, Audrey Hetherington, Ward Allen, Beryl Sawyer.

SHUC Council Approves Incident Reporting Policy
by Heather Clarke, Chair of Ministry & Personnel

Given the activity and number of people in the church, it is important to have a policy to ensure consistency in reporting
incidents that happen at SHUC and develop ways of reducing their impact and improving safety and communication.
Implementing this policy is the responsibility of each of us.

An incident is any extraordinary and unpredicted event that can be handled effectively within the church operations, but that
needs to be reported so that preventive and ameliorative measures can be put in place. An incidence becomes a critical
incident when it constitutes a serious disruption arising with little or no warning on a scale beyond the coping capacity of the
SHUC operating under normal conditions, and requiring the assistance of Emergency Services. Reporting is required for legal
reasons, as well as future planning to reduce risks and make improvements.

Report forms are available in the office. The information required includes: names of people involved, responsible committee
(if relevant), when and where the incident occurred, a description of the incident, actions taken, and further steps required,
including recommendations to prevent or ameliorate reoccurrence. Focus of the incident (e.g. church administration, church
operations, or critical incidents) determines who or what committee receives the report, as per the policy. Essential contact
information (e.g. Council members, staff members and emergency services) will be compiled and available at reception and

in the Church office.
pMWwﬁﬁ
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Reaching Out & Caring

As Others See Us!

by Marilyn Thorsteinsson

It s one of those unexpected affirmations that comes along
once in a while... takes us by surprise....and changes our
perspective. Upon looking back, I realize that | was meant
to be at lunch that day and in conversation with the woman
sitting at the same table as I.

In March, | attended the COMMUNITY LUNCH on a rainy
Wednesday. There was a buzz of conversation in the room
and the smell of a delicious lunch being served. | found an
empty space at one of the tables not knowing any one of my
lunch companions. After introductions and a few words of
conversation, the subject turned to how other churches provide
community meals in Vancouver. Each centre has its own
way of offering this service to the community at large.
According to my lunch companions, they look forward to the
variety of food served and the company offered by each
congregation.

My lunch companion on my right, a woman by the name of
Darlene, offered her personal opinion of the reception she
has received at SHAUGHNESSY CHURCH over these
many months. Her words were most heartfelt and
sincere. | look forward to the lunches and the welcome |
find here. | have found all of you at this church to be the
most friendly and caring people I have met. There must be
a very heartfelt commitment to these lunches by the way you
go out of your way to make us feel so welcome and
comfortable. She went on to say the names of the people in
our congregation with whom she had sat at previous lunches
and how much she looked forward to seeing them each time
she came to our church.

I went home that day thinking about what Darlene had said.
Perhaps we all need to hear how others experience the

Caring Community of Shaughnessy Church. It s not often
we have the opportunity to see ourselves as others see us. |
give thanks that | was there that day to hear Darlene s words
and to reflect on the dedication of our congregationto making
a difference in the spirit of Christ .
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Catching Up With The Azizi Family

by Gwen Horne

Many of you will remember the Azizi family who arrived in
Vancouver as refugees from Afghanistan in November 1999,
and SHUC and St. Andrews Wesley sponsored them for one
year. | keep in contact with them and had lunch at their home
last week, so here is an update.

The family live in a small, but pleasant, townhouse situated
across the road from Coquitlam Centre. They are practising
Sunni Moslems and March 20 celebrated the Moslem new
year.

Naseem Azizi has been working for some time for a carpet
retailer in Gastown and commutes there six days a week.

Mohsena, his wife, took a course in Short Order Cooking and
now works part-time making and packaging such things as
sandwiches.

Saadia, the elder daughter, is now 21, has worked part-time
for Sears for about three years now, has taken quite a few
courses at various colleges and expects to start studying
Pharmacy at U.B.C. in September. She is also engaged to
her cousin who is in London and has recently graduated in
Engineering and plans to visit the family this summer. He has
done so well he has been offered a free PhD. course in
London which will take two years so future plans for him and
Saadia are some time into the future.

The younger daughter, Atia, now 18, is about to graduate
from High School. She is not about to spend several years
studying but expects to take a course, possibly to become a
Pharmacy Assistant.

The Azizi s are a pleasant, hard-working family who treat
me like a long-lost sister!! They have several relatives who
have fled Afghanistan and who have settled in other places
round the world. A brother-in-law of Naseem fled to Pakistan
years ago and is now in the Afghan Government and living
in Kabul.

Shaughnessy Heights United Church
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Reaching Out & Caring

First United Church Mission
Updates

Desperately Seeking Mugs!

We are in desperate need of mugs at First United Church
Mission. Mugs are used each morning to serve soup and at
coffee hour to serve tea and coffee with a sandwich at any
meals that are served. Please put this request out to your
congregation to see if they can help with this urgent request.
Thank you.

Donated items can be dropped off at SHUC at any time,
clearly marked First UC Mugs . We will collect the donations
and send them all at once to First U.C.

Sandwich Delivery Time Change

SHUC volunteers donate sandwiches on the first Tuesday of
every month for First United Mission. Please note the delivery
time for the sandwiches has moved forward by a half hour to
2:00 p.m. This is to accomodate the delivery before the gates
are closed at First U.C. in the afternoon.

= |

What Does He Mean To Me?
By Nadia Froese, age 10

Jesus is more than a body,
More than skin and hair.

Jesus is a heart, who came down from heaven,
To help the people who thought all was lost,
To regain their strength,

And bring them back to their real selves.
Jesus was a helper,

And yet a leader,

Who led us back to our souls.

This is what Jesus means to me.

S hanks

10 our

Volunteers

i

J To the Joint Needs Assessment Committee for
their hard work in the past few months, and to lan Paterson
who stepped in to lead the team. INAC Members are Gayle
Ansley, Bob Bruce, Nina Matthews, Norbert Froese,
Pat McKenzie, Jean McCutcheon (Presbytery Rep), and
Eric Stephanson (Presbytery Rep).

J To Norm Barr and Len Sawyer for fixing, painting,
and brightening up the back stairwell so it is safe for all.

J To the Men n Muffins Group and Jacinto Baybay
for organizing & hosting the wonderful Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper on February 28th.

J To Harold Kruk for thinking green and changing the
lights in the gym to energy-efficient bulbs.

J To Phyllis Hayter and Pat Mitchell for coordinating
the lovely & entertaining Daffodil Tea.

J To Betty Snodgrass for quietly ensuring the brilliance
of the brass on the altar through regular polishing.

J To Terry & Lee McKimm for ensuring our coffee
stock is always full, and for coordinating the coffee hour af-
ter the worship services.

Transitions
Deaths
Bill Johnson on January 29, 2006
John Whyte Jack Millar on
March 18, 2006

In Loving Memory

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
family and friends of Rev. John Hilborn,
former SHUC minister, who died after a
long illness on March 24, 2006.

Easter 2006

Shaughnessy Heights United Church



Learning

Book Marks
by Pat Hudson, Librarian

Three new books have been added to the collection and are ready for circulation. All three deal with Lenten issues.

The United Church Publication, LIVING WATER, DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR LENT
is one element of Water In Focus , an initiative of The United Church of Canada whose
aim is to explore the spiritual significance of water as a metaphor for God s presence in the
life of creation and to couple this with the issues that threaten the availability and quality of
water for all God s creatures. The book has been written by lan Macdonald who ministers
with South Burnaby United Church .In 2003, he received the McGeachy Senior Scholarship
to study water as a metaphor for our life in Christ and our life with one another. It includes
a study guide for Groups and Board or Congregational Retreats, and a CD of 17 songs
selected to compliment the Lenten reflections written for this book

The second book The RESURRECTION OF JESUS by John Dominic Crossan and N.T.Wright,airs their very different
understandings of the historical reality and theological meaning of Jesus resurrection. There are 8 additional contributors to
this dialogue. Both authors are familiar to our readers. We have many Dominic Crossan books in our collection.He is
Emeritus Professor of Religious studies DePaul University. Tom Wright is Bishop of Durham(Church of England) and a
former Oxford and Cambridge Professor. This book came out of a theological forum held in March of 2005 in New Orleans.

The third book is entitled THE LAST WEEK by Marcus J. Borg& John Dominic Crossan. Subtitled A Day-toDay Account
of Jesus s Final Week in Jerusalem , the authors use the Gospel of Mark as their guide,introducing Jesus as a new moral
hero,a more dangerous Jesus than the one enshrined in the church s traditional teachings.The authors discovered that many
Christians are unclear on the details of events during the week leading up to Jesus s crucifixion. The authors describe
themselves as an odd couple.Dominic Crossan grew up an Irish Catholic and became a monk and priest.Marcus Borg grew
up an American Lutheran, married and had children. They met at early meetings of the Jesus Seminar.They have remained
close friends for 20 years. They are both passionate about the meaning of Jesus for Christian life today.

Our continuing Thanks to the Hager Family. Their generous donation to the Library in loving memory of Helen Hager has
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